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THE PECULIARITIES OF METATEXT ELEMENTS
IN PUBLIC SPEAKING «TED TALKS»

This article is devoted to the study of metatext elements in public
speaking « TED Talks». Generally, metatext organizes the main text,
structures it, helps to understand the main information and has the
property of reflection. The reflexivity of metatext is manifested in its
secondary nature in relation to the main text. Metatext in its narrow sense
can be considered as metatext elements the function of which is auxiliary.
Metatext elements are connected with the scientific text and establish a
logical connection between its elements. On the basis of the typology
suggested by A. Crismore metatext elements are divided into textual and
interpersonal. Metatext elements are used at every stage of public speaking.
The analysis of 150 metatext elements in public speeches «TED talks»
starts with the examination of their introduction, body and conclusion
sections. The emphasis is focused on public speeches in the field of modern
technology. According to the analysis it is proved that the use of textual
and interpersonal metatext elements in public speaking makes it more
logical, having a positive impact on every step of preparing a speech, its
structuring, and presentation to the audience, improvisation and success.

Keywords: metatext, metatext elements, public speaking, typology,
analysis, communication.

Introduction

At present, having reached a certain, sufficiently high level of development,
scientific knowledge finds new channels of communication in the form of various
compressed texts, acquiring their metatext character. This group of texts includes
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secondary texts, which ones are dictionaries, encyclopedias, annotations, popular
lectures, conferences, interviews, advertisements, etc. [1, p. 49]. A metatext
function is implemented on the basis of metatext and metatext elements. Generally,
metatext organizes the main text, structures it, helps to understand the main
information and has the property of reflection. The reflexivity of metatext is
manifested in its secondary nature in relation to the main text.

Metatext correlates with such elements of pragmatic content as the intention
of the addresser of the text, the text as a physical object, the fact of text perception,
pragmatic, referential time of deployment or perception of the text, etc. Situational-
pragmatic content is the characteristic of metatext. It performs a text-forming
function, forming a “metatext frame” of the main text or its fragment, which is
filled with the main text [2].

According to the communicative-pragmatic approach, metatext as a special
linguistic text can be associated with metatext in a text as an obligatory component
of a communicative metalinguistic skill [3, p. 98]. Within the context of the given
research study the main aim is to analyze the peculiarities of metatext elements in
their narrow sense, as a metatext in a text, how they function in public speeches
«TED Talks».

Materials and methods

The role of public speaking «TED Talks» is still increasing, where metatext
elements, performing an organizing, connecting function, affect the mental sphere
of the recipient’s attention, thereby, stimulating semantic perception, seeking to
control his / her verbal behavior [4, p. 261]. The source of the language material is
amedia-content «TED Talks» [5]. The analysis of 150 metatext elements in public
speeches «TED talks» starts with the examination of their introduction, body and
conclusion sections. Public speeches are related to the field of modern technology.

Methodological and theoretical basis of the research study are the works
of the following foreign and home scientists who study the problem of metatext
and its role in linguistics: C. Anderson, A. Crismore, A. G. Gurochkina,
K. Hyland, N. K. Ryabtseva, V. A. Shaimiev, A. Vezhbitskaya, A. Kh. Azamatova,
A. M. Akhmetbekova, etc.

To achieve the main aim of the research study various linguistic methods and
techniques are used. The method of linguistic description is used for identifying
the basic concepts on the research topic; a qualitative analysis — to analyze
the main characteristics of metatext elements and their role in public speaking
«TED Talks»; a quantitative analysis — to determine the frequency of metatext
elements in public speaking.

Results and discussion

Metatext in its narrow sense can be considered as metatext elements the
function of which is auxiliary. Metatext elements are connected with the scientific
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text and establish a logical connection between its elements. Metatext in the text
is expressed by coordinating conjunctions (and, but) and connecting adverbs
(thus, in addition), but not by subordinating conjunctions (because, which). The
reason is that subordinating conjunctions are necessary in the text for grammatical
correctness, while coordinating conjunctions and connecting adverbs as metatext
elements affect the text semantically, contributing to the complete understanding
of the material presented by the sender. If metatext elements are omitted, the
meaning of the text in most cases does not change [6, p. 26]. Metatext elements
establish links between the elements of the main text, rather than complement its
content. As with metatext, there are different classifications of metatext elements.

A. Vezhbitskaya identifies metatext threads with the semantic element «to
speak»; «meta-organizers» indicating the topic of the utterance; «meta-organizers»
signaling the order in a logical sequence; metatext elements establishing
equivalence or quasi-equivalence within the text [7, p. 404].

K. Hyland and A. Crismore distinguish a typology of metatext elements,
which are subordinate elements in the communicative interaction. K. Hyland
divides metatext elements into interactive means and means of interaction.
Interactive tools help the reader navigate through the text, and the means of
interaction involve the reader in the discussion. Later, A. Crismore [8, p. 47] calls
them textual (interactive means) and interpersonal (means of interaction). The
means of textual metatext definitions comprise: transitions, expressing semantic
relationships between sentences; frame markers related to speech actions,
sequences, or parts of text; endophoric markers related to information in other
parts of the text; evidentials related to the source of information from another text;
and code-glosses that help readers better assimilate perceived material. The means
of interpersonal metatext include the following elements: Zedges, which keep the
writer interested in the judgment; boosters, emphasizing the writer’s confidence
in judgments; attitude markers, expressing the writer’s attitude to judgment;
engagement markers, building relationships with readers; and self-mention — an
open link to the author [9, p.169].

Therefore, the mentioned above metatext elements are closely related to
public speaking, as they are often used for successful interaction of the speaker
with the audience. Without metatext elements, speech (the main text) will seem
less complete. The classification suggested by A. Crismore is explicit and may
serve for further analyzing metatext elements in public speaking.

Metatext elements are used at every stage of public speaking. Thus, the
process of public speaking repeats the structure of the communication process,
consisting of three stages:

1) establishing contact with the audience;

2) maintaining contact and transferring information;
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3) exit from contact.

At the stage of establishing contact, a disconnection from previous activities,
from one’s internal problems and switching to the interaction of the speaker with
the audience is carried out. Special efforts must be made to capture the attention of
the audience and establish emotional contact. The function of establishing contact
is performed (greetings, personal communication, addressing a question that lies
in the sphere of interests of the listeners) and non-verbal means of communication
(a smile, a nod of the head, etc.).

During the communication phase, continuous efforts should be made to
maintain the attention and interest of the listeners. The reasons for the decrease in
interest may be the monotony of the speech style, the monotony of argumentation
techniques, etc.

Getting out of contact requires a number of preparatory actions. Preparation
for leaving the contact goes on two levels — on the verbal (thus, summing up, thus,
etc.) and non-verbal (changing the direction of the gaze, smiling, nodding, raising
or increasing intonation, etc.) [10, p. 36].

Public speaking is a special form of speech activity in conditions of direct
communication, a speech addressed to a certain audience. A public speech is made
with the aim of informing recipients and exerting the desired influence on them.
Being the source of language material, media content « TED Talks» fully reflects
and symbolizes the nature of public speaking. Metatext elements are parts of public
speaking, directly influencing every step of preparing a speech, its structuring, and
presentation to the audience, improvisation and success. They help the speaker
organize his speech and conduct a dialogue with the audience.

A qualitative analysis of using metatext elements in public speaking, namely
in TED Talks, is conducted. The emphasis is focused on public speeches in the
field of modern technology. Some examples are presented in Table 1.

Table 1 — The qualitative analysis of metatext elements in public speaking

Source language Target language The category of the metatext
element and its role for the
listener (recipient)

I’'m 13 years old, a student | Mue 13 mer, s yuycsh | The metatext element of the
in a public school and a pas- | B TOCYHapCTBEHHOH | transitions: in addition.
sionate football fan. /n ad- |mKxone  w  cTpacTHBIH
dition to that, I’'m a kid with | pyTGonpHbIT  GonenbmuK.
a disability. B oononnenue x stomy, s
peOGCHOK C OrpaHNYCHHBIMH
BO3MOKHOCTSIMIL.

Allows the listener to avoid
a semantic break.
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So by October of 2020, we
had run hundreds of tests,
some with these extremely
handsome mannequins that
you see here.

Hrak, k okrabpro 2020
roga MblI TPOBEIHM COTHU
TECTOB, HEKOTOPBIE C ATUMH
YPE3BBHIUANHO KPACHBBIMU
MaHEKeHAMH, KOTOPBIC Bbl
suoume 30eco.

Metatext element of endo-
phoric markers: see here.

Allows the author to indi-
cate the additional details of
his speech.

I think we all agree that
these are problems that are

51 mymato, mbl 6ce coenacul
C TEeM, YTO 3TU MPOOIEMBI

Metatext element of the
booster: we all agree.

worth solving and we have | 3acy’xuBatoT ~ pemnieHus,
the tools at our disposal |u mpsamo ceifuac B namen |Allows the speaker to em-
right now to solve them. PacnopsKEHNN €CTh phas.ize confidence in what
uHCTpyMenTs s mx | 18 said.
PpELIeHYs.
Smart EVs can also receive | YMHBIe ~ 3mekTpomoOmim | Metatext code-glosses ele-
alerts about unexpected|Takke MOTYT TONydarb | ment: such as.
situations, such as nearby | ormoBemIeHUs o
construction  sites, acci-|HenpeaBuenn b x|Allows the listener to un-
dents, traffic jams or emer- | cutyanusx, marux | derstand more specifically
gency vehicles. Kax OMU3IIEKAIIE what kipd of situations are
cTpouTenbble miomaky, | Peing discussed.
aBapum, TPOOKH Ha

Jloporax WIM aBapHiHbIE
TPAHCIIOPTHBIE CPEZICTBA.

Actually, by engineering
biology, we could theo-
retically grow anything that
might come from plants or
animals from cells instead.

Ha camom gene, ¢ moMomisro
WH)XEHEPHOH ononornu
MBI TEOPETHYECKH MO2U
Obl BBIPACTUTH U3 KIETOK
BCC, YTO MOXET OBITh
MOJIyY€HO U3 PACTEHUH WIH
KUBOTHBIX.

The metatext element of the
hedges: might.

Allows the author to as-
sume certain events.

Imagine you’re planning
a trip up the coast, but in-
stead of driving, you decide
to hop into a vehicle shaped
like a giant aluminum can.

IIpencraBere, uYTO  BBI
IUIAHAPyeTe TOE3IKy II0
Mo0OepeKpI0, HO  BMECTO
TOro, YroOBl CECTh 3a
Pyb, BEI pelIaeTe CecTh B
TPAHCIIOPTHOE  CPEACTBO,
nMeroIee bopmy

TUTAHTCKOM alIOMHUHHUEBOM
OaHKH.

The metatext element of the
transitions: but.

Allows the listener to avoid
a semantic break.
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As you’re thinking about
right and wrong, [ want you
to consider three ideas.

Iloxa BBl pasmblILIsETE
0 HPaBUIIBHOM "
HETIPaBWIIBHOM, s XOWY,
49TOOBI BBl 000yManu TPH
HJICH.

The metatext element of the
engagement markers: con-
sider.

Allows the author to build
contact with listeners.

When you judge the past,
your ancestors, your forefa-
thers, do so with a little bit
more humility, because per-
haps if you’d been educated
in that time, if you’d lived
in that time, you would’ve
done a lot of things wrong.

Korma BBl cymure o
MIPOIILIIOM, 0 CBOHMX
Mpe/Kax, O CBOUX MPeIKax,
JleJlaiiTe 3TO C HEMHOTO
0OJIBIITUM CMUpCHHEM,
MOTOMY 4YTO, BO3MOJICHO,
eciy OBl BBI TOJYy4HIN 00-
pasoBaHne B TO BpeMs,
ecu ObI BBI KWK B TO Bpe-
MsI, BbI ObI MHOTO€ CJICJIaIH
HETPaBIIBHO.

Metatext element of the
hedges: perhaps.

Allows the author to as-
sume certain events.

In fact, in the United States,
the transportation industry
is the single largest con-
tributor to greenhouse gas
emissions.

Daxkmuuecku, B Coenu-
Henubix llltarax TpaHc-
MOPTHAsI OTPACIIb SIBIISACTCS
KPYITHEUIIIAM HCTOYHUKOM
BBIOPOCOB MApHHUKOBBIX T'a-
30B.

Metatext element of the
booster: in fact.

Allows the speaker to em-
phasize confidence in what
is said.

But for each «no» we heard,
we dove deeper and deeper
into the science and the en-
gineering and showed that it
was in fact possible, but it
was going to be no easy feat
for us to build something
that had never existed.

Ho ¢ kaxbIM ycabIaHHbIM
«HET» MBI BCE DIyOXe M
DIyOXKe TOrpyXaliuch B
HayKy M MHXXEHEpPHOE JeJI0
M TOKa3bIBalIH, YTO OTO
JIEUCTBUTEIIEHO 803MONCHO,
HO HaM OyJIeT HEJerKo Mo-
CTPOUTH TO, YEro HUKOIIa
HE CYLIECTBOBAJIO.

Metatext element of the
hedges: possible.

Allows the author to as-
sume certain events.

Diagram 1 presents the detailed quantitative use of textual and interpersonal
metatext elements in public speaking.

56



Becrnuk Topaiirsipos yuusepcurera. ISSN 2710-3528 Dunonozuueckas cepus. Ne 4. 2022

Diagram 1 — A quantitative analysis of metatext elements

Metatext elements in public speeches “TED Talks”

1%

B Transitions B Frame markers B Endophoric markers
H Evidentials B Code-glosses H Hedges
H Boosters B Attitude markers B Engagement markers
M Self-mention

Conclusion

Thus, the analysis of metatext elements in public speaking «TED Talks»
based on the English and Russian languages is carried out. It is proved that the
use of textual and interpersonal metatext elements in public speaking makes it
more logical, having a positive impact on every step of preparing a speech, its
structuring, and presentation to the audience, improvisation and success. As a
result of qualitative analysis, 150 metatext elements are identified, of which 55 %
are interpersonal and 45 % are textual. The function of each metatext element is
analyzed and its role for the recipient is interpreted. In public speaking metatext
elements play a very important role in establishing contact with the audience,
maintaining contact and transferring information, getting out of contact.

According to the quantitative analysis, the textual and interpersonal metatext
elements in public speeches «TED Talks» are used as follows: transitions —29 %,
frame markers — 3 %, endophoric markers —4 %, evidentials — 1 %, code-glosses —
7 %, hedges —23 %, boosters — 7 %, attitude markers — 1 %, engagement markers —
9 %, self-mention — 16 %. Transitions are used more frequently in public speaking
among the other types. With transitions, speakers avoid a semantic break between
sentences. Hedges are also most commonly used in speech. This is obvious, because
many speakers often assume certain events and use metatext elements of hedges in
their speech too. It should be noted that interpersonal metatext elements are used
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more often than textual ones, as long as speakers usually try to build a contact with
recipients and engage their attention. Being the source of language material, media
content « TED Talksy fully reflects and symbolizes the nature of public speaking.
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Marepuan 12.12.22 Gacnara TYCTI.

«TED TALKS» KONIILIIK AJJIIHIA COMJIEY CO3JEPIH/IE
METAMOTIH DJIEMEHTTEPIHIH EPEKIIEJIKTEPI

byn maxana « TED Talks» xenwinix anoeinoa cetiiey ce3depinoe
Memamomin dfemenmmepoi 3epmmeyee apuaiean. doemme, MEMAMIMIH
He2i32l MOmMIHOI YUbLMOACMbIPAObL, KYPbLIbIMOALObL, He2i32l aknapammol
mycinyee Komexmeceoi JHeoHe Uasblivicy Kacuemine ue. Memamominnin
perexcueminiei OHbIY He2i3el MOmMIiHee KaumalaryblHan Kepineodi. Tap
MazvlHadazvl Memamominoi Kolzmemi KomMeKui 60abin madwvliamolH
Memamomin demenmmep peminoe Kapacmoipyea 601aosl. Memamomin
NeMeHmmep 2blAbIMU MOMIHMEH OAUIAHBICHIN, OHbIY JJeMeHmmepi
apacvinoa 102uKkavlk baunamnsic opHamaosi. A. Kpucmop ycvinean
MUNONO2Usl He2iziH0e Memamomin aemMeHmmepi MOMIiHOIK JHCOHE
myneaapanvi 6onvin 60ninedi. Memamomin saemeHmmepi KONWINIK
andviHoa ceuneyoiy apbip kezeHinOe KoaidaHwvliaowl. Koeamovix TED
cyxbammapuinoazel 150 memamominOix snemenmmepoi manoay oaapobiy
Kipicne, He2i32i JcoHe KOpbIMbIHOblL OONIIKMePIH 3epmmeyoeH 6acmanaobl.
3amanayu mexnonoeusiap canacvlHoa wewenoix onepee baca nazap
ayoapwinaovl. Tanoay nomudicenepi OOUbIHULA UEUEHOIK OHepOe MOMIHOIK
JHCOHE MYN2AAPATNBIK MEMAMOIMIH dTeMenmmepoi KONOAHY OHbL I02UKATbIK,
mypebloan Kywelumemini, cotneyoi 0atblHOayovly opoip KeseHiHe,
KYpuLibiMOayeaa, ayOumopusiaa yColnyad, UMnpOGU3ayUsiea JHcoHe Collieyee
OH ocep ememiHi 09eN0eHOL.

Kinmmi coz0ep: memamomin, Mmemamomin sjeMeHmmepi, KONUiLiK
anobIHOA CO3 COUEY, MUNOAO2US, MALOAY, KOMMYHUKAYUSL.
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*4. M. Axmemberosa', A. X. Azamamosa’, H. C. Hbpaesa®

TopaiirsipoB yHuBepcutert, Pecniy6nnka Kasaxcran, T. [TaBronap
’Kaszaxcranckuit UHcTHTYT MenemkMenTa, DKOHOMUKH U [IporHo3upoBaHus,
Pecnyonuka Kaszaxcran, . AnMarel,

SKT'Y «Cpennsist mikonia Ne 7», Pecny6nuka Kasaxcran, . Akcy

Marepuai nocTynui B pefakiuto 12.12.22.

OCOBEHHOCTHU METATEKCTOBBIX 2JIEMEHTOB B
IMYBJINYHBIX BBICTYINIEHUAX «TED TALKS»

Jlannas cmamus noceAWeHa U3y4eHUI0 MemamekCmogblx dIeMeH0o8
6 nyonuunvix evicmynienusix « TED Talksy. Kax npasuno, memamerxcm
opeaHu3yem OCHOBHOU MEKCm, CMPYKmMypupyem e2o, nomozaem
NOHAMb OCHOBHYIO UHOpMAayuro u obraodaem CEOUCMEOM OMPANCCHUSL.
Peghrexcusnocms memamexcma nposieisiemcs 8 €20 8MOPULHOCIU No
OMHOULEHUIO K OCHOBHOMY meKcmy. Memamexcm 8 y3KoM CMbICie MOHCHO
paccmampueams Kak MemamekCmogole 2JeMeHmbl, QYHKYUsL KOMOPbIX
ecnomocamenvras. Memamexcmogvle 2eMenmbl C8A3aHbl ¢ HAVYHbIM
MEeKCMOM U YCIMAHAGIUSAIOM JOSUUECKYIO C8513b MENHCAY €20 dIEMEHMAMU.
Ha ocnose munonoecuu, npeonoxcennon A. Kpucmopom, snemernmoi
MemameKkcma noopaso0eisitomcst Had MeKCMOoBble U MeNCTUUHOCHHbLE.
Memamexcmogble 37eMeHmbl UCRONb3YVIOMCSI HA KAXCOOM dmane
nyoauunozo evlcmynienus. Ananuz 150 memamekcmogulx 21eMenmos
6 nyoruunvix evicmynienusix « TED talks» nauunaemcs ¢ uzyueHusi ux
6600HOU, OCHOBHOU U 3aKIIOYUMENbHOU yacmell. Axyenm coenran Ha
nyOIUUHBIX GLICIMYNICHUAX 6 chepe CO8peMeHHblX mexHonoeui. 1o
Pe3yIbmamam anaiuza 00KA3aHo, 4mo UCNOJIb308AHUE MEKCMOBbIX U
MENHCTUMHOCHIHBIX MEMAMEKCIMOBbIX JIEMEHMO8 6 Y OJIUYHOM GbLCTYNICHUU
Odenaem e2o 6oJiee NOSUUHBIM, OKA3bLEAsL NOJIOANCUMENbHOE GIIUSHUE HA
Kaxcowlil aman noo2omoeKu 8blCMYNJICHUs], €20 CMPYKMYPUposanue,
nodauy neped ayoumopueti, UMNPOSU3AYUIO U YCREUHOCTIb.

Knwouesvie cnosa: memamexcm, mMemamexcmogvle d1eMeHmul,
nyonuuHble GLLICIMYNJCHUSL, MUNOLO2US, AHAIUS, KOMMYHUKAYUSL.
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