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ESSAY AS A LITERARY GENRE

The article provides an overview of scientific research related to the
genre features of essay writing, systematizes the definitions given to essays.
The features of the essay as a literary genre are analyzed and analyzed.
The purpose of the study is to determine the genre character and features
of the formation of essay writing as a literary genre in Kazakh literature.
The relevance of the research topic is due to the constant interest of
philologists of various profiles in the essay genre. Being by definition a
free form, the essay is difficult to generalize. The study used such methods
as generalization, systematization, analysis and formulation. The article
examines the philosophical, literary-critical, journalistic and lyrical
features of the essay. Only when the lyrical tone of the essay prevails, it will
quickly reach the reader’s heart and make an impression. The article says
that «the work reflects the subtle curves of the human soul, psychological
transparency and romantic mood, and also reveals the stylistic originality
of the author. Another feature of the essay is its clear formulation. «lIt
artistically reflects philosophical thought and historical knowledgey the
conclusion is made.

The results of the study can be used in conducting research related to
essay writing, in lectures on the courses «History of Kazakh Literaturey,
«Literary Criticismp.

Keywords: literary genre, essay, prose, journalism, literary studies,
a memoir novel.
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Introduction

Literature reflects the artistic reality of certain periods, embroidering the
people’s life of yesterday, their breath of today. In the literature of any country,
the essay is a valuable genre of artistic creativity. Each genre has its own specifics
and its own character.

One of the genres, no matter what phenomena occur within the genres, is
the essay genre, which is used for certain stylistic, artistic purposes and occupies
a special place among works of art. The Essay genre is a genre of philosophical,
aesthetic, literary criticism, journalism, fiction, which is built on new assumptions
and conclusions, if you look at established conclusions from a new angle, in your
own way, out of habit, along ancient paths.

The word «Essay» translated from French means experience, work,
opportunity. Such researchers as the French thinker Michel Montaigne,
N. L. Leiderman, L. V. Kupriyanovsky, Z. I. Kirnose, G. M. Zweig, the founders
of'this genre, classify this genre as autobiographies, biographies, diaries, memoirs,
essays, epistolary literature, documentary drama, etc. These genres are similar to
the types of art of late antiquity, and the history goes back to the Renaissance,
when fiction and documentary literature was an attempt at science and artistic
research of man, society, history.

Materials and methods

During the research, methods such as summarization, systematization,
analysis, and formulation were used.

In Kazakh literary studies, the novel-essay genre is discussed in
N. Baltabaeva’s dissertation «The history of the formation of the Kazakh novel-
essay genre, individual and traditional principles of its teaching» [1]. In this study,
the author, studying the works of prominent representatives of Kazakh literature,
reveals the genre features of the novel-essay. Also, several articles by K. Ergobek,
S. Negimov, and D. Iskak discuss essayism in Kazakh prose. The history of the
emergence of the essay as a literary genre in Kazakh literature, its formation,
development, and the origin of the essay genre in Kazakh literature, originating
from Abai’s karasoz, its classical nature, as well as the classification of the essay
genre in world literary studies, genre-forming factors, the general rhythm and
artistic harmony inherent in the essay in Kazakh literature, and the nature of its
transformation into a literary process are taken as a basis.

The founder of the essay genre is the French humanist philosopher
M. Montaigne. This genre first appeared in his book «Experiments» [2, p.8]. In
this work, the writer reproduces some of his thoughts, conveying the inner world
of one person — the author. Everything that makes up the writer’s outlook: the
past and the present, the fates of many people and events, is considered by him
as part of his personality. His work belongs to the Renaissance. The worldview
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of this time was based on the scientific method and experiment in cognition. For
Montaigne, experience is not a source of scientific knowledge, but of literary
and humanistic communication with people, books, works of art, etc. The author
discusses everything: politics, philosophy, bookish wisdom, but not as a politician
or philosopher, but from the position of an outside observer, offering his own
«angle of view», and examines the objects of his depiction «not in isolation, but
as an element of the world of culture» [2, p. 6]. Montaigne’s observations of the
work of his consciousness seem especially valuable; he not only reflects on certain
objects, but also observes the process of his thought. His observations are based
on a special principle of understanding the world and oneself. Francis Bacon was
the first in English literature to give the title essays to his works, published as
books in 1597, 1612 and 1625.

The English poet and playwright Ben Jonson first used the word essayist in
1609.

The term «essay» was especially widespread in England, France, and Poland.
In Germany, the term «sketze» is used — a sketch, a record of impressions, a
fragmentary story.

Translated from French, essai means «test, attempt», and the word itself
is derived from the Latin exagium — «weighing». In the «Great Encyclopedic
Dictionary», an essay is understood as a genre of prose — philosophical, journalistic,
literary-critical or historical-biographical [3]. The «Projective Philosophical
Dictionary» states that «an essay combines: existential authenticity, coming from
a document, mental generality, coming from philosophy, figurative concreteness
and plasticity, coming from literature» [4]. Indeed, the essay demonstrates the
interaction of conceptual and figurative thinking. In addition, all definitions
emphasize the main features of the essay — free form, individual interpretation
and subjectivity.

Results and discussion

Researchers give different definitions of essay. «Essays are written theoretical
reflections of major writers who have turned to the language of sociology,
psychology, religion, and literary criticism. In these essays, two principles must
be distinguished: «formalizing» (theoretical: religious, scientific, philosophical)
and «artisticy (figurative, rhetorical)» [5, p. 34].

The essay is based on a sense of the mysteriousness of nature, a special
solemnity of language colors, a richly decorated composition. In this work of
art, the essayist generously conveys his intellectual wealth, the experience that
he saw and felt in his life’s journey. In the character of the Essay, his native
works are characterized by bold assumptions and sharp proposals, reasoning and
controversial assumptions, thoughts, conclusions, encouraging the expansion of
the horizons of knowledge.
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A number of researchers claim that «The essay is connected with science,
journalism and fiction, although, in addition to them, it is an independent genre.
The essay examines the genre closest to «expert literature» and uses philosophy,
literature, politics, criticism, art, aesthetics, ideology as objects» [6, p. 378].

The most important factors for an essay are: relevance, expressiveness
and imagery. Life itself proves that the authors of successfully written essays
can be philosophers, historians, cultural scientists, art historians, journalists,
knowledgeable in the private sphere, and therefore, the genre of the essay depends
on the intellectual wealth of the author, on the originality of the style of conveying
to the people what he learned, saw, felt, connected with life.

As for classification, in the context of the subject of the article it is more
convenient to divide the entire set of essayistic works into two large groups: a
subjective essay, where the main attention is paid to the disclosure of the author’s
position, and an objective essay, where the personal principle is subordinated to
the subject of description or a certain idea.

N. Baltabaeva identifies the following types of works related to the essay
genre: «essay», «essay-story», «essay-criticismy, «essay-storyy, «essay-ballady,
«historical essay», «story-essay», «memory essay» [1].

One of the tasks of the essay genre is to impress the reader with your thoughts.
The starting point can be a bright statement or a polemical definition that determines
the further presentation. It is distinguished by freedom of narration, the author
needs to win the reader’s trust and interest, attract his attention with simple and
capacious sentences.

The famous theorist of essay writing, the founder of humanistics as a
discipline integrating the entire set of humanities, M. Epstein asserts that «the
calling of the essay is to defend free thought, to move away from the dogmas
imposed on man by society, to form a new social consciousness» [6, p. 350]. In
this regard, he places «self-justification of individuality» first among the features
of the essay as a genre. In his opinion, the author’s «I» in the essay is not the
direct subject of description, but is revealed indirectly, through the attitude to the
issues raised. It is the connecting center that holds any set of issues involved in the
discussion process in an aesthetic and value unity. M. N. Epstein introduces such
a concept as «thought-formy» or «essay» [7, p. 150], meaning «a free combination
of a specific image and an idea that generalizes it». And the idea and image «are
fastened together through the personality of the one who connects them in the
experience of self-knowledge».

Essayistics poses problems of a universal and national nature, turns to
literature itself as a subject of reflection.

The global problem that humanity has faced, and to which essayists have
immediately responded, is genetic manipulation and cloning. The genre form of
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essay has been in demand throughout the history of mankind, since its content
is «...the tragic face of time, the disharmony of reality...» and the resulting
«...contradiction of man himself...» [7, p. 32]. This ideological position of essay
writers is explained by their desire to overcome the tragic gap between universal
and individual-personal values of man and to find, as far as possible, a point of
support in life — those moral and ethical guidelines that could lead peoples and
cultures out of the chaos into which revolutions and wars have plunged them.

M.N. Epstein discovers in the essay not only a range of two (or more)
diverse points of view of the genre, but also a strategically sustained cognitive
method — essayism. From his point of view, this method consists in the fact that
it itself is the subject of writing, it «turns into a method of writing, into a starting
point» [6, p. 123].

The author’s inner thought determines the freedom of composition, different
speech manners, types, kinds of statements, easily connected in the space of a single
work. The author’s observations of his own personality are presented as universal.

Works in the essay style on national literature, primary sources: «The
Thirty-eighth Word of Edification» by Abai Kunanbaev, «Diary of a Journey
through Issyk-Kul» by Shokan Ualikhanov, «The Life of Mutilgan» by Shakarim
Kudaiberdiuly. Essay types in the legacy of the Kazakh writer, who formed his
school based on Abai’s aphorisms, continued to develop taking into account
traditions and innovations. «Country and Land» by Oralkhan Bokey, «When
Letters Speak» by Abdilda Tazhibaev, «Eltinzhal» by Gafu Kairbekov, «Me and
My Contemporaries» by Azilkhan Nurshaykov, «A Plate of Bread» by Safuan
Shaimerdenov, «Saken Seyfullin» by Tursynbek Kakishev, Mukhtar Magauin «I»,
«The Ghost of Days That Will Never Come™» by Kalikhan Iskakov, «Fix Your
Cradle» by Tursyn Zhurtbay and others.

Today, the essay genre, as a literary genre, is gaining its viability. «The
viability of the essay must be determined by the fact that it absorbs the good
qualities of fiction and science and allows the reader to move the game» [9, p. 230].

Critic K. Ergobek: «An essay is a genre that relates to any genre that exists in
every literature. An essay is a collection of experiences and reflections. An essay
is the idea that due to the lyrical moment of contemplation, global thoughts and
exciting problems can arise» [10, p. 70].

The main principle of the essay is that it combines several genres. Even
in the context of a short essay, one can notice deep philosophical thoughts,
qualities inherent in artistic and literary works, «critical intuition» and journalistic
knowledge. The essayist speaks only for himself. In the essay, the author expresses
his opinion on the issue under consideration and offers new ideas. The essay is of
a philosophical, literary-critical and journalistic nature. It is worth noting that one
of the main characteristics of the essay is its artistic, but at the same time critical
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nature. Lyricism is one of the characteristic features of the essay. Lyricism is «the
transformation of what you want to say into a mysterious image.» Only when
the lyrical tone of the essay prevails, will it quickly reach the heart of the reader
and make an impression. The stylistic originality of the author is manifested in
the reflection in the essay of the subtle curves of the human soul, psychological
transparency and romantic mood.

An essay is a clear, concise text on a specific topic. It artistically reflects
philosophical thought and historical knowledge. An essay also has a journalistic,
literary-critical character. The main difference between an essay and other genres
is that it is written in free form. When writing an essay, the author does not rely
on a specific compositional structure.

«The main genre feature of the essay is the freedom of its compositional
construction. There is no single standard here, as in other genres. The author
freely expresses his thoughts, systematically and unsystematically. The opinion
may be specific about a book, a writer, a theme or literary life, or it may consist
of scattered thoughts about some general literary issue. Sometimes in memoirs,
opinions about the writer’s work are expressed by showing his actions and quoting
his words» [11, p. 230].

The essay «I» by Mukhtar Magauin in the novel, along with realistic images of
the writer’s life, clearly reveals the truth about the structure of Soviet society. The
writer, who has always been an innovator in Kazakh verbal art, never forgetting
about national interests and making them his main principle, reflects on his path
in this work and touches on the current problems that tormented his time.

«Me. Who am I? None of them knows. My own understanding is also unclear.
The obvious truth is: my origin is male, my religion is Islam, my race is Turkish,
my nationality is Kazakh, my motto is Alash, my name is Mukhtar, my surname is
Magauin, my year of birth is 1940 A. D., and my current age is over fifty-six» [12].
The novel does not tell the biography of the author. The essay is distinguished by
its dialogic nature: question-answer units, rhetorical questions that require a mental
answer, not necessarily coinciding with the one offered by the author. Despite the
compositional freedom, the main theses and arguments must be consistent and not
contradictory, expressing a strictly individual position of the author.

«In those difficult times that weighed on your heart, the very sorrow and
grief gave you strength... What gave you strength even in those difficult days?»
It must be faith. You would love yourself very much. If I do not write, Kazakh
literature will stagnate. If I do not fight, the ancient heritage will be forgotten
forever, I am the only one who carries the spirit of my ancestors, and 1, only I,
will pass on the legacy of Alash to future generations. Without me, my nation
will be destroyed, and my generation will not be able to prosper. «You thought:
«L I..»[12,p.7],—he says.
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Nurgali Makhan about this essay-novella:

«M. Magauin’s «I» is a work in the genre of autobiographical memoirs,
enriched by the author’s view of the time and environment in which the writer
himself lived. Here, through his own experience, it is told about the painful and
tragic life of a national intellectual, colonized and deprived of spiritual freedom,
in science and literature.

In a word, M. Magauin’s «I» is an autobiographical obituary of the writer. It
presents the author’s unique view of his surroundings and society, his grievances
and regrets, his sorrows and joys, his gratitude to teachers as a student, his advice
to young people who aspire to become writers in the future, as well as the good
and the bad. what he saw in people. All the characters are «historical» people
who really existed. That is why Magauin’s autobiographical essay-novel «I» is an
indispensable source of information for future historians and specialists studying
the history of Kazakh literary criticism» [13].

Critic A. M. Kekenova says the following about this work: «The main goal
of this work by a writer distinguished by his unique artistic expression in Kazakh
verbal art, whose outstanding works breathe the Kazakh spirit and historical
knowledge, was to share what he has today, looking back at his past life.» [14].

One of the features of the essay in this work is the author’s position.
Distinctive genre features of the essay are a strictly individual author’s position,
focused on reasoning, encouraging reflection. Indeed, the essay on the novel «I» is
a work that provides extensive information about the writer’s creative laboratory,
documents the circumstances under which each of his works was born, as well as
the joys and sorrows that the writer experienced before his innovative works saw
the light of day. the path to the reader. Special artistry is a combination of thought
and image, abstract and logical. Syncretism of scientific, artistic and journalistic
stylistic interaction. Emphasized addressability — orientation towards the reader,
who brings his consciousness and culture into this communication. The substantive
basis of the genre is the author’s personality, his worldview.

If we analyze the meaning of the word «I» in the title of the work from a
philosophical point of view, then «I» in philosophy is the spiritual center of a
person’s individuality, his individuality, his view of the world and himself. A
person who is able to independently control his actions and shows comprehensive
initiative has his own «I». In the history of philosophy, many concepts explain
«I» as an ideological basis, and one can see the real historical basis of «I». In
them, this problem was often posed as a fundamental problem of constructing
philosophical systems. According to Descartes, «I» acts as an intuitive basis of
rational knowledge, as belonging to a thinking substance and thereby asserts its
independence.
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The self-concept is a system of ideas about oneself that is considered relatively
stable, more or less significant and unique, on the basis of which an individual
builds his relationships with other people and views himself from this point of view.

The circumstances that led to the creation of the work, the transformation
of the original idea into artistic images, the process of creating a work of art,
the psychological state of the author during the creation of the work, such as
imagination, feeling, perception, fantasy, and suggestion, his worldview, creative
mood, author’s position, etc. — questions that play an important role in revealing
the creative personality of the author.

Conclusion

The basis of the modern essay is the «theory» arising from phenomena in all
spheres of public life, a unique representation and presentation of a certain concept.
The level of the essayist’s thinking is «global». The importance of thinking at
the «global» level helps people, first of all, to clearly see the current, transitional
periods among the main problems of their everyday life.

The general content of essay writing as a powerful cultural phenomenon is
complex life material and serious moral and ethical problems of life. Questions
of a universal human nature — a person’s place in the world, his understanding of
his own personality, attitude to the surrounding reality, to humanity, search for
cultural and national identity — make up the core of essay writing, the authors of
which keenly feel the merits of this literary form, although they do not always
call their works essays. The essay reflects the subtle curves of the human soul,
psychological clarity and romantic mood, reveals the stylistic originality of the
author. Another feature of the essay is its clear formulation. It artistically reflects
philosophical thought and historical knowledge. Another feature of the essay is
its clear formulation. It artistically reflects philosophical thought and historical
knowledge.
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'Alikhan Bokeikhan University,

Kazakcran PecnyOnukacer, Cemeif K.
*TopaifFbIpOB YHUBEPCUTETI,

Kazakcran Pecniyonukacer, [TaBnogap K.
16.12.24 x. bacmara TycCTi.

17.01.25 x. Ty3eTynepiMeH TYCTI.

17.02.25 x. OachIn HmIbIFapyFa KaObLIIaH bl

9CCE 9JIEBU ’KAHP PETIH/IE

Maxkanaoa scceucmuranvly HCaupvik epewenikmepine 6aiianblcmol
SbLILIMU 3ePmmeyiepee WoLy AHCACANbIN, Icceee 6epeeH AHbIKIMAMANAp
Jrcytenendi. Dcceniy 90ebu dcanp peminoesi epeKuenikmepi capaianbln,
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manoay scacanovl. 3epmmeyoiy MaKcamol — Kaszak o0ebueminoei
ICCEUCTMUKAHBIY 900U JHCAHP peminoe KANblNmacybl MeH JHCAHPIbIK
cunamol men epexuienikmepin aukblHoay. 3epmmey maxKblpblObIHbIY
o3exminiei 9p mypai canadazol 3epmmeyuiiepoOiy 3¢ce HCAHPLIHA 0e2eH
Kbl3bl2VULbLIbIZbIHbLY, MYPAKMbLIbIZbIHA OAUIAHbICMbl. Dcce epKil
JACAHp MypiHOe MAHBLIZAHBIMEH, ICCEHI HCATNBLIAMA CUNAMINMAY KUbIH.
3epmmey bapvicvinoa scunakmay, sHcyleney, capandy, mynrCcblpblmoay
cusskmol 90icmep Koadanuliovl. Makanaoa scceniy Quiocopusnvix,
90€0U-COIHUUBLIBIK, NYOIUYUCIIUKATBIK, TUPUKATBIK CURAIIMAPbL MYPaibl
Kammuliaovl. DcCeniy TUPUKAiblK capblibl 6acuim 0012anod eana o
OKbIPMANBIHBIY JiCype2ite me3 dicemedi, acepai bonadwl. Maxanada « Idccede
a0am JHCAHBIHBIY HO3IK UIPIMOepi MeH MOJKbIHOAPbl, NCUXOTI0SUSIBIK,
MONOIPIAIK NEeH POMAHMUKALIK PYX KOPIHIC MAybln, agmopobly CMUibOIiK
epexuieniel aukbIHOanadvl. DcceHiy maevl 6ip epexutenici — atiublKmol o3
opanvimoapsl. OHOa uIOCOPUAIBIK O, MaAPUXu MauviM KepKem mypoe
KOpiHic mabaovly 0e2eH KOPblMbIHObL HCACANAObL.

3epmmey nomudicenepin dcceucmuraza KamviCmvl 3epmmeyiep
arcypeizyoe, «Kazax o0ebueminiy mapuxoly, «O0ebuemmanyy
Kypcmapulian 0apicmepoe Koaoanyaa 60aaobl.

Kinmmi co30ep: o0ebu ocanp, scceucm, nposda, nyoiuyucmuxd,
90eduemmany, Memyapiiblk pOMaH

*D. Eprxunbexosa’, JI. Kymap®

'Alikhan Bokeikhan University,
Pecniyonuka Kaszaxcran, r. Cemelii;
>TopailrbIpOB YHUBEPCHTET,
Pecniyonuka Kazaxcraw, 1. [1aBogap.
[Moctynuio B pegaknuto 16.12.24.
IToctynuno ¢ ucnpasienusmu 17.01.25.
[Ipunsaro B neuars 17.02.25.

3CCE KAK JIUTEPATYPHBIM ) KAHP

B cmamve npedcmagien 0630p Hayunwix UCCie008aHUL, CEA3AHHBIX
C JHCAHPOBBIMU OCOOEHHOCMAMU ICCEUCMUKU, CUCTNEMATNUIUPOBAHDYI
onpeoenenus, Komopwle oalomes dcce. IIpoananusuposansvi 0cobenHocmu
acce Kak aumepamypHoeo dcanpa. Llenvio uccredosanus sensemcs
onpeoeieHue AHCAHPOBO2O XAPAKMEPA U 0COOEHHOCMEN CIAHOBICHUSL ICCe
KaK qumepamypHo20 JHcaupad 6 Ka3axckoil aumepamype. AKmyansHocms
membl UCCIeO08AHUsL 0OYCIOBTEHA NOCMOIHHBIM UHMEPECOM (PUL0N0208
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PA3IUUHbIX npopuell K dcanpy scce. Bydyuu no onpedenienuro c600600HO
¢dopmoil, scce mpyoHo noddaemcs 0606uenuro. B uccredosanuu
UCNONIb308ANUCL MAKUE MemOoObl, KAK 0006ujeHue, CucmemMamu3ayus,
ananuz u hopmyauposanue. B cmamove paccmampusaiomes gpuiocogckue,
aumepamypHo-Kpumuyeckue, nyoiuyucmuyecKue u Iupuieckue
ocobennocmu scce. Tonbko npu npeobadanu IupuiecKoll OKpacKkil, 3cce
bvicmpo Odotidem 00 cepoya wumamessi U npouzsedem enedamierue. B
cmamoe 2080PUMCSl, YMO «8 NPOUZEEOCHUU OMPAIICEHbl MOHKUE U3UObL
4en06eUecKoll OYuU, NCUXOIOSUYECKAs NPO3PAYHOCTb U POMAHMUYECKULL
HACMpOoU, a Maxice packpvlma CMulUCmu4eckds ceoeobpasie asmopd.
Ewe 00notl 0cobennocmbio dcce A81emcs uemkas Gopmyauposd.
Henaemcs 661600, umo «uUAIOCOPCKAsi MbICTb U UCMOPUYECKUE SHAHUSL 8
HeM HAX005m Xy00IICeCEEHHOe OMPAdICEHUEy.

Pesynomamul uccaedosanus mocym Ovlms UCHOAb30GAHbL NPU
npoGedeHuU UCCICO08AHUL, CEA3AHHbIX C UZVYEHUEM ICCeUCTUKU, HA
JeKyusix no kypeam « Memopusi kazaxckoti aumepamypoiy, «J/lumepamypuas
KPUMUKay.

Knwuesvie crosa: numepamypHulil Jacaup, 3cceucm, nposda,
NYOIUYUCUKA, TUMePanyposeoeHue, MeMyapHblll POMAH.
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